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puwideﬁlaucialinﬁ)mxaﬁmwbackup
the group’s claim that it needs a project
of this scope o remain financially viable

Mather LifeWays, a not-for-profit or .

ganization, is proposing to build two
state-of-the-art, continuing care retire-

tually replacing
the Mather Gardens, 1615 Hinman Ave.,
seeking City Council approval to build
the number of units, height, lot coverage
and other areas. -

The city’s Plan Commission earlier
recommended unanimously in favor of
with 245 independent living units and
about 40 long-term-care units,

Neighbors s

and _
by " David Revnold: .
neighbors, told aldermen Mather has
failed to produce data to back up its
claimitneedsmezoningcl'lang&stom-

- roain financially vishle on the project.
$500,000 and the lowest buy-in cost will

be $270,000, but we do.not kriow how
many of either of these units will exist or
what size they will be,” said Reynolds,
who lives. in the area:and owns the
Homestead, a residential hotel next to
the Mather Gardens.

“We do not kinow how many will cost
more or what the upper costs will be. We
do know that at a mean buy-in cost of
$500,000, most Evanstonians will not be
served by this facility”

Reynolds said that unlike Three
Crowns Park, anotheér retirement com-
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eek Mather pl

sion.” . .
Benefits touted

ing Mather LifeWays’ case, spoke of the
financial and other benefits that the $150
million-plus project will bring to the city.
generate between $650,000 and $1.1 mil-
lion in property taxes, compared to the
$70,000 generated by the existing butild-
ngs.

Moreover, 65 percent of the tax rev-
enue will go to the public schools, on a
pmjectthatinvotvesnosdloolchﬂth'en,

an data

he said. '
sought is the minimum number to make
He- 1 1 l- I I.. ] _.- ]. t.
ing that were Mather to conform to cur-
rent zoning, it would have to increase its
entrance fees per unit by about 30 per-
cent and monthly fees by 41 percent.
“The market would not be willing to
pay these higher prices and, therefore,
the project would not be financeable,
buildable or : " Reifman said.
“Although Mather is not for it is
not immune from market forces”
Unlike another highend condo-
minium project, the Mather proposal ad-
dresses the city’s Comprehensive Plan’s
desczipﬁonof_hmsinguxﬁt.s_forﬂlecity’s
alder adults, he said, as well as those with
special needs as an important compo-

nent.
(Continued on page 11)
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_ Reifman ta:md in his
presaﬁahon'g:‘ﬂlepmposed
mectwﬂllmrelessunpacton
the surrounding area and sin-
gle-family neighborhood than
one built in accordance with ex-
isting zoning limits,

Reifman said desxgn fea-
tures, use of quality building
materisls, open space to the east
andotherfeatm'eswﬂldlmuush
the effect of increased height
(111 feet comipared to 85 allowed
by zoning), density and in-
creased lot coverage.

He said the proposed height
is only 2 feet higher than the
current Georgian, and in con-
text with a concentration of
taller buildings at Hinman and
Davis.

Urﬂﬂceﬂxeelght—storyWater-
fordandnme-storyHomestead,
w}ncharennmedlatebvachacent
to single-family ots, the pro-
posed buildings are generally
set back “more than a football
field away” from the single-fam-
xl;yhomestotheeast Remnan
testified.

‘Canyon' condems "

Reymldsﬁlwgh,pomtedto
the “canyon ‘effect™ created by
the height of the proposed
bu:ldmgsmassmgmﬂxesta:eet.
* “With twin sheer walls on
mdxmdeofDawsSﬁeet,ltvmﬂ
create the seitsé of standing in a
well with walls rising $o0 107 feet
strmghtupmboﬂxsxdes”he
Said, * onbrafewfeetﬁ'omthe
SIdewalk.

inHe. smdtharequests to ex-
ceed - §t
muaethetvnciiy

bmldmgsamlomtedare

the mﬂy plece ‘in Evanston .
where . the highest (R-6) and
lowest (R-1) remdmhal dlsincts
co-exist,

Matherrequested excephons

:f granted, will have thevef-

he said, of placing “two

bm.ldmgs worthy of a high-den-

sity, downtown location onwhat

are arguably two of Evanston’s

most  attractive ~apartment
blocks.”

Jill  ‘Wortman, another
speaker and res:dent on the 400
block of Grove Street, noted the
recent rezoning of allowable
building heights along Central
Street, reducing the height
from 45 to 40 feet; and similar ef-
forts to protect residential
neighborhoods along Chicago
from overdevelopment. -

She told aldermen residents
believe that Mather started
“high” in its zoning request,
asking for the largest project
possible in case the city re-
quired them to scale it back:

“We are looking to you, as our
elected officials,” she told alder-
men at the begmmng of her

" presentation, “to balance the in-
* terests “of the developer, the

naghborhood and'the city'at

large” :
After the hearing, during the

callﬂf&wwatdssessmnofthe

situation with Mather officials
and work out a way to obtain
more ﬁnamal detm]s on the

'PI‘OJGCL

Comrmtteenmbasamex—
pected to’ resume the Mather
hem’ingomlan%
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